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“The Canadian model of the public-private

sponsorship for the integration of refugees: the case

of Syrians and its possible application in EU

countries” is a project leaded by the University of

Genoa (Italy), in partnership with the Institut national

de la recherche scientifique, INRS (Canada). This

research, funded by the European Union’s Horizon

2020 research and innovation programme under the

Marie Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement No. 835466,

has as overall objective a comprehensive analysis of

the Canadian private sponsorship model to integrate

refugees, of its impact in providing to Syrian refugees

a safe and legal way to resettlement and socio-

economic integration, and an exploration of its

possible modalities of application in some countries

of the European Union.
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PROJECT 'S  SPEC I F I C  OBJECT IVES WHAT 'S  RESETT LEMENT

An analysis of government documents, of the

Canada’s private sponsorship of refugees

program, available academic literature and

data and a description of the program

benefits, general impact and challenges;

An analysis of the same program in the case

of Syrian refugees and its comparison with

other programs such as the federal

government-assisted program (GAR) and the

Blended Visa Office-Referred (BVOR)

program;

An exploration of the possible application of

the program in some specific EU countries

such as Italy and Germany.

The overall objective will be achieved through

three specific objectives:

UNHCR defines resettlement as "the selection and

transfer of refugees from a State in which they have

sought protection to a third State that has agreed to

admit them ‐ as refugees ‐ with permanent residence

status". Relocation is "the transfer of persons who are

in need of international protection from one EU

Member State to another EU Member State". It is an

intra-EU process.

In accordance with its Annual Immigration Levels

Plan, Canada accepts refugees as permanent

residents under its Refugee Resettlement Program.

As a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention,

Canada accepts refugees for humanitarian reasons to

align with its international obligations, protect those

in need and reunite refugee families. A refugee is

initially submitted for resettlement as an applicant

for either the government-assisted refugee (GAR)

program or for the privately-sponsored refugee (PSR)

program.
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https://www.unhcr.org/resettlement.html
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/2_eu_solidarity_a_refugee_relocation_system_en.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/refugee-protection/resettlement.html
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The resettlement and integration of refugees is

increasingly attracting the attention of researchers

worldwide. Below is a non-exhaustive list of books and

articles on the subject recently published.
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Canada reaffirms its leadership in refugee protection 
 

During the Global Refugee Forum which took place on

December 17-18, 2019, in Geneva, Canada announced

$50.4 million multi-year funding for the United Nations

Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in order to respond to the

humanitarian and protection needs of refugees

worldwide.

EU. Member States pledge for further 30,000
resettlement places for 2020
 

The EU resettlement scheme was launched at the

European Union level in 2005 and renewed in 2017. Since

then, more than 65,000 refugees have been resettled in

the EU. For 2020, EU member states committed to

providing 30,000 places.

Global Refugee Forum
The Global Compact on Refugees, affirmed by the United

Nations General Assembly in 2019, envisions more

predictable and sustainable support to: ease pressures on

countries hosting refugees; enhance opportunities for

refugees to become self-reliant; expand refugees’ access

to third-country solutions such as resettlement and other

pathways; support conditions in refugees’ countries of

origin so that they may be able to return in safety and

dignity.

Canada's immigration levels for 2020-2022
Canada will welcome 341,000 new permanent residents in

2020, 351,000 in 2021, and 361,000 in 2022. While the

target for privately sponsored refugees and BVOR remains

unchanged over the next three years, 20,000 and 1,000

respectively, the level for government assisted refugees

goes up by 250 in 2021 and 750 in 2022 (10,700 in 2020).

https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2019/12/canada-reaffirms-strong-leadership-role-in-refugee-protection-at-global-refugee-forum.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2019/12/canada-reaffirms-strong-leadership-role-in-refugee-protection-at-global-refugee-forum.html
https://europeansting.com/2019/12/19/resettlement-eu-member-states-pledges-exceed-30000-places-for-2020/
https://www.unhcr.org/global-refugee-forum.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/notices/supplementary-immigration-levels-2020.html

